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"Encore, plus ça change ...." - the Science of Progress. 

By John Dickinson 
 

 
 

Outline “All is change: all is flux"  -  Heraclitus, ca. 500BC. 

The speaker will question "What is Progress?" and whether all change is 
progress.  Particularly what is the peculiarly Western, science-based notion 
of Progress that for 500 years has informed the European-led changes in 
welfare and society.  He will also question whether Progress is sustainable 
and the conditions which would make that possible, with the role of rational 
enquiry in that process – and to what end? 

Speaker: John Peter Dickinson: born before the onset of the Second World War in Bristol.  
Educated at a country grammar school in South Gloucestershire within the sights and sounds of 
great aircraft.  Fortunate enough to be admitted to St John's College, Cambridge - where such 
luminaries as Fred Hoyle and Paul Dirac resided, while James Wordie, Shackleton's 2iC, was 
Master - finishing with a doctorate for researches in natural product chemistry.  After a short 
spell in the NHS as a clinical biochemist, pursued medical research variously in academia, MRC 
and pharmaceutical industry, addressing problems such as multiple sclerosis, cancer immuno-
diagnosis, and treatment and prevention of cardio- and cerebro-vascular disease, as well as 
doing a fashionable biotech start-up!   

Had always been interested in the philosophy  of science and scientific enquiry and their 
relationship – in both directions – to society, an interest early emphasised by a commission from 
UNESCO to write a treatise on "Science and scientific researchers in modern society": although 
translated into several major languages, I don't think it sold very well! 

 
Venue: The New Headingley Club, 56 St Michaels Road, LS6 3BG 
Time: Room opens 7:30pm, Talk begins promptly at 7:45pm 
Entry: Donation please for room hire and expenses: £4 at the door 
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